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Sookie's boyfriend has been very distant-in another state, distant. Now she's off to Mississippi to

mingle with the underworld at Club Dead-a little haunt where the vampire elite go to chill out. But

when she finally finds Billâ€”caught in an act of betrayalâ€”she's not sure whether to save him...or

sharpen some stakes. --This text refers to the Mass Market Paperback edition.
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I'd give CLUB DEAD a 4.5 if that were possible. First off, I really love this series. It's unique in its

supernatural chills mixed with insightful social speculation, lusty romance and hoot-out-loud hilarity.

(Hamilton's Anita Blake series, you say? Puh-leeze.) So I approach it as a solid 5 just for great

world building and characterization, then work down from there.I won't bother with a plot summary

since it's already been done but this book is less balanced than the first two in the series. The

characters are still vivid and grow in suprising but logical ways. Sookie is just as tough, wry and

clear-sighted about her own situation and vulnerabilities. Her lover Bill The Vampire's unexpected

treachery suprised me but Harris is nothing if not tough minded. She's consistently sprinkled

reminders throughout all the diverting humor and action that vampires are fundamentally different;

they do not share conventional human morality or emotions. Vampire area boss Eric is still a

gorgeous hunk who cheerfully lusts for Sookie but shows signs of being a more simpatico, genuine

friend, albeit somewhat reluctantly. (He's still a vampire and "doesn't *like* having feelings,

remember.) The introduction of hunky (and breathing) Alcide the Werewolf, hung up on the Ex-Girl

Friend From Hell, makes a poignant counterpoint to Sookie's situation. And Bubba, oh my GOD, the



ineffable Bubba...(This raving won't make a lick of sense to anyone who hasn't read the series but

betcha anyone who HAS can't keep from chortling.)As always w/ this this series, there are some

purely wonderful scenes. Sookie and Alcide nervously trying to dispose of a corpse wrapped in a

shower curtain, "like a big green burrito." And as usual Harris seamlessly, suavely injects

unexpected humor into horror and vice versa.
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